






2022 High-
level political 
forum on 
sustainable 
development 
(HLPF)

Timing
• 5 - 7 and 11 - 15 July 2022 (13 – 15 July ministerial segment)

Format of the meeting
• In-person

Official meeting
• Thematic review (theme, SDGs)

• Voluntary national reviews

Outcome
• Ministerial declaration

• President’s summary

Unofficial events
• Special events 

• VNR Labs (over 15)

• Side events (386 applications)

• Exhibitions







Thematic reviews
• Decided in the General Assembly resolution: A/RES/74/298

• Theme: "Building back better from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while advancing the full 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development“ 

• SDGs under review: 

Preparatory process: April - June

• Sessions on FfD, STI, countries in special situations, leaving no one behind

• Launching preparations for the mid-term review of the SDGs and the September 2023 SDG Summit

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26932A_RES_74_298.pdf


Presentation 
of VNRs at 
2022 HLPF

First timers 

• 35 mins at the HLPF: 15 minutes for 
presentation and 20 minutes for interactive 
discussion

• Choice of format: panel or individual

Second and third timers 

• 25 mins at the HLPF: 10 minutes for 
presentation and 15 minutes for interactive 
discussion

• Panel format



2022 VNR COUNTRIES – 44

NUMBER OF 
TIMES PRESENTING

AFRICA ASIA PACIFIC EASTERN EUROPE WESTERN EUROPE 
AND OTHERS

LATIN AMERICA AND 
THE CARIBBEAN

First timers Djibouti
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Gabon
Guinea-Bissau
Sao Tome and Principe
Somalia

Tuvalu Dominica
Grenada
Suriname

Second timers Botswana
Cameroon
Cote d’Ivoire
Eswatini
Ethiopia
Gambia
Ghana
Lesotho
Liberia
Malawi
Mali
Senegal
Sudan

Jordan
Kazakhstan
Pakistan
Sri Lanka
United Arab Emirates

Belarus
Latvia
Montenegro

Andorra
Greece
Italy
Luxembourg
Netherlands

El Salvador
Jamaica

Third Timers Philippines Switzerland Argentina 

Fourth Timers Togo Uruguay

11 – 1st timers; 28 – 2nd timers; 3 – 3rd timers; 2 – 4th timers 



Voluntary National Reviews 
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Format Of The Meeting And Level Of Presentation

In Person

High Level Participation









UN Secretary General´s Annual SDG Progress Report
(advance unedited version)

Findings:

COVID-19 has 
halted, and 
reversed years 
of progress 
made on the 
SDGs

A three-dimensional 
food, energy and 
financial crisis, 
combined with the 
triple planetary 
crisis

Rays of Hope: 
international 
cooperation 
and 
technological 
innovations

SDG Progress Report is available here

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/29858SG_SDG_Progress_Report_2022.pdf
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• Current generation of children could lose a 
combined total of $17 trillion in lifetime 
earnings in present value.

• 100 million children have fallen below the 
minimum reading proficiency level since 
before the pandemic

• Children from disadvantaged backgrounds, 
those living in rural areas, children with 
disabilities and children from ethnic minorities 
are the most affected

• COVID-19 has disproportionately 
affected the socio-economic situation of 
women and girls, making up over 
45% of the global employment losses 
in 2020

• Insufficient gender-sensitive data and 
statistics on anti-discriminatory policies 
and laws



• Oceans are severely 
impacted by acidification
and increased plastic 
pollution

• Up to 80% decline in fish 
production in most 
countries

• Inadequate or lack of 
science-policy interface in 
developing countries

• Proportion of forest area fell 
from 31.9% of total land area 
in 2000 to 31.2% in 2020

• 62 countries have adopted 
biodiversity-relevant taxes 

• 89 countries and territories
have implemented the 
System of Environmental 
Economic Accounting 
(SEEA) to count natural 
resources and ecosystems in 
policies 

• Official Development 
Assistance (ODA) flows 
amounted to 177.6bn USD 
in 2021 – an increase of 3.3% 
since 2020

• Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI) flows have increased 
by 77% to an estimated 
$1.65 trillion in 2021, from 
less than $1 trillion in 2020

• Urgent need for international 
cooperation on vaccination 
distribution and fiscal matters



Digital 
transformation

4.9 billion 
people have 

access to 
internet in 2022 
– an increase of 

782 million
since the 

beginning
of 2019

Rays of Hope







Chairman, Global Sustainability Solutions (GLOSS) - Principal, SDG Transformation Lab
Executive Director, Centre for Environment and Development (CED)

Web: www.glossolutions.org - Email: uchita@sltnet.lk
Mobile:+94777372206 - Fax: +94 112768459

Uchita de Zoysa

High Level Political Forum: 2022 & Beyond
Civil Society Perspectives and Expectations



Chairman, Global Sustainability Solutions (GLOSS) - Principal, SDG Transformation Lab
Executive Director, Centre for Environment and Development (CED)

Uchita de Zoysa

HLPF: Transformation, Inclusion & Relevance?

"The relevance of HLPF is if it can encourage
governments to engage in an inclusive
transformation and recalibrate the context for
an honest partnership between the state and
non-state actors with greater intensity and
urgency".

Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB) Meeting Coverage, from HLPF 2017

Sri Lanka Statement to Session 15 at HLPF (15th July 2016)
From inspiration to action: Multi-stakeholder engagement for implementation
Uchita de Zoysa (Chief Negotiator for Sri Lanka to HLPF 2016 / Sustainable
Development Advisor of the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Wildlife Sri Lanka)

1. Firstly, I must state that the inspiration must be drawn from the fact that the 2030
Agenda is centrally about transformation and we must engage in a profound
discourse of transforming the way we make decisions that affects others.

2. Therefore, stakeholder engagement must not be limited to mere consultation and
we should not be complacent by simply providing a space for constituency
statements.

3. If sustainable development is to be truly the transformatory agenda of the world, then
all the stakeholder and the public must a have a sense of ownership.

4. How can SDGs capture the imagination all people in a way that they actively engage in
the transformation, as transformation will not merely come through policy processes.

5. There are no blueprints that can easily be adopted and we are in search of a new way
of planning the future collectively.

6. It may not be in the comfort zones of conventional planning fraternities, but business
as usual cannot advance the transformation.



Has HLPF Replaced CSD? How Political is the Forum?

WCED 
(1987)

HLPF (2013+)CSD(19912-2012)

MDG (2000-2015)

1972                          |                          1982                         |                  1992                             |                            2002                     |                              2012  

2002
Johannesburg

World Summit on Sustainable 
Development 

(WSSD)

1992
Rio de Janeiro

UN Conference on Environment & 
Development 

(UNCED/ Earth Summit)

1972
Stockholm

UN Conference on the Human 
Environment

(UNCHE)

2012
Rio de Janeiro

UN Conference on Sustainable 
Development

UNCSD / Rio+20)

UNFCCC 

Post 2015

2030 
Agenda 
/ SDGs

• 1992 - Last Chance to save the Earth – Dr. 
Maurice Strong, 1st Earth Summit

• 2012 – There has been no political 
commitment to Agenda 2021, Rio+20

• 2013 - Failure of the Commission for 
Sustainable Development (CSD) lead to 
the establishment of the HLPF

• 2016 – to date, SDGs are failing! It’s not 
about the Transformation!

• Marking an important milestone, the UN commission on sustainable use of the world’s resources concluded two 
decades of work, paving the way for the incoming High-level Political Forum to boost efforts to tackle global 
economic, social and environmental challenges.

• According to Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s report on the lessons learned from the Commission, the 
contributions achieved by the CSD were also accompanied by a number of shortcomings, including the failure to 
fully integrate the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development.” 

• The creation of the Forum emerged from Rio+20’s outcome document “The Future We Want,” to ensure that 
sustainable development tops the agenda of the highest levels of Government and is embraced by all actors.

Chairman, Global Sustainability Solutions (GLOSS) - Principal, SDG Transformation Lab
Executive Director, Centre for Environment and Development (CED)

Uchita de Zoysa

http://www.un.org/jsummit/html/documents/summit_docs.html
http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/resources/res_docukeyconf_eartsumm.shtml
http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=97
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.html


VNR: Commitment, 
Obligation or Deception?

Response: VPR, VSR, PSC, 
Spotlights

1. Do Voluntary National Reviews (VNR) provide
actual insight into local to global transformation?

2. Are they representative of whole of government
and whole of society?

3. Are they derived through a methodological
approach to data collection, analysis and review?

4. How can HLPF assess the progress if the actual
transformation or gaps are not honestly
reported?

5. Where is the dialogue between governments and
stakeholders?

6. Where is the space for stakeholder reporting?
7. How are global assessments made without

inclusive reviews?
8. HLPF must recognize people in an inclusive

transformation!

Chairman, Global Sustainability Solutions (GLOSS) - Principal, SDG Transformation Lab
Executive Director, Centre for Environment and Development (CED)

Uchita de Zoysa

VPR VSR

PSCFSR

Voluntary 
Focused  Reviews (FSR) 
[SDG16+ Spotlight Report]

Voluntary 
Peoples 
Review (VPR) 

Voluntary 
Subnational 

Review (VSR) 

Peoples Score 
Card (PSC)



Methodology: Monitoring, Evaluation & Review

Grade -5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5

Scale Very large 
reduction

large 
reduction

medium 
reduction

small 
reduction

very small 
reduction

no progress very low 
progress

low progress medium 
progress

high progress very high 
progress

Very High
Negative impact
level on the
commitment /
achievement

High Negative
impact level on
the commitment
/ achievement

Medium
Negative impact
level on the
commitment /
achievement

Low Negative
impact level on
the commitment
/ achievement

Very Low
Negative impact
level on the
commitment /
achievement

No impact Very Low
Positive impact
level on the
commitment /
achievement

Low Positive
impact level on
the
commitment /
achievement

Medium
Positive impact
level on the
commitment /
achievement

High Positive
impact level on
the commitment /
achievement

Very High
Positive impact
level on the
commitment /
achievement

Chairman, Global Sustainability Solutions (GLOSS) - Principal, SDG Transformation Lab
Executive Director, Centre for Environment and Development (CED)

Uchita de Zoysa



Recalibrating the Context: HLPF 2022 & Beyond

"The relevance of HLPF is if it can
encourage governments to
engage in an inclusive
transformation and recalibrate the
context for an honest partnership
between the state and non-state
actors with greater intensity and
urgency".

Chairman, Global Sustainability Solutions (GLOSS) - Principal, SDG Transformation Lab
Executive Director, Centre for Environment and Development (CED)

Uchita de Zoysa



Q&A





Stay in the Loop

• Earth Negotiations Bulletin Reporting Service | Daily Coverage of HLPF | IISD

• IISD SDG Knowledge Hub | Daily SDG News | IISD

• HLPF 2022 Official Website

• UNTV | Live stream of HLPF meetings

• HLPF 2022 Debrief webinar | 18 July 2022, 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM CEST

https://enb.iisd.org/
https://sdg.iisd.org/
https://hlpf.un.org/2022
https://media.un.org/en/webtv/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_sluXyhiiR2C_06PO7IRUfQ


Related SDG Events

United Nations Environment 
Assembly (UNEA 5) 

Nairobi, Kenya, 28 February –
2 March 2022

STOCKHOLM + 50
Stockholm, Sweden, 2 -

3 June 2022

World Urban Forum 
Katowice, Poland,
26–30 June 2022

UN Ocean Conference 
Lisbon, Portugal, 27 
June to 1 July 2022

2022

77th Session of the UN 
General Assembly (UNGA 77) 

New York City, USA,
13-27 September 2022

G20 Leaders’ Summit 2022
Bali, Indonesia,

15-16 November 2022

UN Climate Change Conference 
2022 (UNFCCC COP 27) 
Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt

7-18 November 2022

UN Biodiversity Conference
(CBD COP 15)

Montreal, Canada, 
5 - 17 December 2022 

UN 2023 Water Conference 
New York City, USA,
22-24 March 2023

SDG Summit 2023, 
UN HLPF

New York City, USA,
September 2023

https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/unea-52
https://www.stockholm50.global/
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/
https://www.un.org/en/conferences/ocean2022
https://www.un.org/en/ga/
https://g20.org/bali-summit/
https://cop27.eg/
https://www.unep.org/events/conference/un-biodiversity-conference-cop-15
https://www.unwater.org/un-2023-water-conference/
https://sdg.iisd.org/events/sdg-summit-2023/


THANK YOU!


